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Fr. Santy Kurian, parochial vicar
Fr. Tom Hawxhurst, parochial vicar
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Deacon Don Burns
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Pastoral Council
Gaynel Centanni
Sheila Childs
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Michele Holbrooke
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Bob Mackay
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Sandra Mendez
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Lee Schmoe
Leiser Silva
Marcy Voller

Finance Council
Ron Begnaud
Lynne Daus
Mark Eyring
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MaryClare Cullen 
Tim Cullen
Anne Marie Daniel
Joe Guarisco
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Regina Johnson
Chris Martinez
Art Ramponi
Marc Sherman
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Bill Woodard

From Our PastorFrom Our Pastor...

My dear parish family,

I have been shaken recently by the amount of suffering in our parish 
community.  This includes all kinds of tribulation:  physical, mental, 
emotional, financial, relational, moral.  Though the Lord does not give us 
more than we can handle with his grace, it does seem overwhelming at times, 
back-breaking, even crushing.  We know we cannot create heaven on earth.  
Our Lord was so forthright with us in letting us know about persecution and 
the Cross in life.  I am so in awe of Jesus that he didn’t try to lure us by 
misleading us as so many do today.  But where do we turn for solace and hope 
when we are weary and heavily burdened?

The Psalmist writes:  “The Lord is close to the broken-hearted; those whose 
spirit is crushed he will save.”  Jesus says, “Come to me.”  And that’s what the 
people of God do!

Broken people like you and me come to daily Mass.  They spend time with 
Jesus in adoration at the Divine Mercy Chapel.  They pray the Rosary at 6:30 
AM on Fridays in the church.  They pray the Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet, 
Liturgy of the Hours, or read Scripture at home.  They seek every kind of 
healing and discernment that Jesus makes available through the sacraments 
and his loving people of the Church.  They go to confession, are anointed, 
seek spiritual direction or go on retreats.

We come to Jesus for grace upon grace, gift upon gift, spiritual benefit upon 
spiritual benefit, love in place of love.  And it is all there for us.  Keep coming, 
my people, it is all here for you.  He will not leave you orphans.  Seek first his 
kingship over you.  

“Those who persevere to the end will be saved.”

“No one who comes to me will I ever reject.”

He is our hiding place in the storm.  Ask and you will receive Grace Upon 
Grace.  It is free.  Come to the waters!

In Christ’s love,

Fr. Drew Wood

ST. LAURENCE MISSION STATEMENT
We the people of St. Laurence  Catholic Church

are centered in the love of Christ
and live to glorify God in all we do.
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SOCIAL CONCERNS & SOCIAL JUSTICE
Bridges to Life

Correctional Ministry
Emergency Response Team
Funeral Reception Ministry

Habitat for Humanity
Learn English Ministry
Learn Spanish Ministry

Meals That Heal
Medical Missionaries of Divine Mercy

Ministry of St. Joseph
Respect Life Ministry

Social Concerns Ministry

MINISTRIES OF PASTORAL SUPPORT
Annulments

Bereavement Support
Cancer Support Group

DivorceCare
Grieving Families

Heart-Care for the Wonderfully Made
Marriage Enrichment Ministry

NAMI
Pastoral Care to the Sick & Homebound

Spiritual Direction
 

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
Acolytes

Adoration
Altar Linen Care

Altar Servers
Art & Environment

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Lectors

Music Ministry
Sacristans

Ushers & Greeters

PRAYER GROUPS &
SMALL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES

Campus Life
Challenge Club for Girls
Conquest Club for Boys
Contemplative Prayer

Divine Mercy
Hearts of Jesus & Mary

Junior Catholic Daughters
Lay Apostle Prayer Group

Legion of Mary
Parish Retreat

Small Christian Communities
That Man is You

Women’s Retreat

SACRAMENT PREPARATION
Baptism

Confirmation
First Holy Communion & Reconciliation

Marriage Preparation
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

FAITH FORMATION & EDUCATION
Adult Faith Formation

Children’s Faith Formation
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Edge / Middle School 
Family Faith

Life Teen / High School
Men’s Bible Studies

Natural Family Planning
Parish Library

St. Laurence Catholic School
Spanish Bible Study

Tuesday Morning Bible Study
Vacation Bible School
Vocations Committee

Weekday Children’s Program

EVANGELIZATION, 
STEWARDSHIP & LEADERSHIP

Come & See
Discipleship Council

Evangelization Committee
Finance Council

Financial Peace University
Hospitality Desk
Pastoral Council

Welcome Ministry

COMMUNITY & PARISH LIFE
Bazaar

Boy Scout Troop 828
Catholic Daughters of America

Cub Scout Pack 1828
Families With Young Children

Filipino Community of St. Laurence
Hispanic Ministry

JOY / Senior Ministry
Knights of Columbus

Ladies Guild
St. Laurence Singles
Women of the Cloth
Young Adult Group

Our Many Parish Ministries



SUMMER 2011
Steubenville Conference

Fr. Roy Oggero Golden Jubilee
Fr. Reginald Samuels Farewell

FALL 2011
Ministry Fair “Like Watered Gardens”

Women’s Retreat “Enter the Red Tent”
Parish Retreat #5 “Like Watered Gardens”
Hispanic Day in the Americas Celebration

Blessing of the Animals
Parish Bazaar “Refresh the Spirit”
Medical Mission to Laredo, Texas

Chamber Singers Concert: Music for the Soul
17th Annual St. Laurence Golf Tournament

Share God’s Bounty Thanksgiving Drive
New Roman Missal Introduction

WINTER 2011-2012
Christmas Craft Sale

Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration
Wish Upon A Star Gift Drive
Simbang Gabi Celebration

Habitat for Humanity Build #7
KC Spaghetti Dinner

Welcome Fr. Tom Hawxhurst
St. Laurence Catholic School 20th Anniversary

Heart of Worship #9 – Behold the Lamb
Lenten Fish Frys

SPRING 2012
Pastoral Council Discernment

Ladies Guild Garage Sale
Chamber Singers “Alleluia” Concert

Deacon Don Burns Silver Jubilee
Mothers’ Day Pancake Breakfast

Neophyte Mass & Reception
Religious Education Fair

Maria Siempre Virgen y Madre Universal Celebration
Parish Baby Shower

Fr. Alvaro Interiano First Mass & Reception
Pictorial Directory Family Photos

A Year Of Grace

5



6

SAVING GRACE:  Our Social Concerns Ministry

2011-2012 was a bountiful year in the Social Concerns Ministry, as 
parishioners broke records for donations this year!  During the annual 
Share God’s Bounty Thanksgiving Drive, cash donations passed the 
$9,500 mark to supplement the dinners collected for nearly 900 
families.  Thanks to the generosity of St. Laurence parishioners, we 
were able to provide meals to local families in need, PLUS help to 
restock the shelves of the Parks Youth Ranch homeless teen shelter 
and three area food pantries.

Our parish’s generosity shined brightly during our Wish Upon A Star 
Christmas gift drive.  St. Laurence donated the 2,000 gifts we promised 
to area families, seniors and children’s centers.  In fact, the outpouring 
of gifts was so great, we had an extra 200 gifts to donate to additional 
agencies and families in need.

While these big drives are indeed a blessing, it’s the day-to-day 
donations that have the greatest impact on the lives of those in 
need… the single mom raising three children on her own… the family 
starting over after a fire… the refugee family moving to this country to 
start a new life.  Simple needs, such as sheets & towels, pots & pans, a 
bed to sleep in.  Even just a tube of toothpaste and a new toothbrush 
makes a difference.  These are the people that come to St. Laurence for 
help and touch our hearts each and every day.  Thank you for allowing 
us to meet their most basic needs.

In-Kind
Goods donated to SCM

= $ 282,271

Cash
(drives, black bag, gold envelope,

matching funds, etc.)
= $ 221,107

Time
THANK YOU FOR THE GIFT

OF YOUR TIME!
Valued over $1,000,000 in 2011-2012

48,214 volunteer hours logged by SCM
x $ 20.85/hour
= $ 1,005,261

(Volunteer hours dollar value is based off the national "per 
hour" average.  The average for the State of Texas is $25-$28.)
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Through your generosity, we provide direct financial assistance to an average of

75 individuals/families per month.

Charities We Support
Bethel Ministry

Child Advocates of Fort Bend County

Catholic Charities:
Refugee Resettlement

The Mamie George Community Center
Rio Bend Foster Care Community

Correctional Ministry

Dress for Success

Fort Bend Family Promise
(traveling homeless shelter for families)

Fort Bend County Women’s Center

Holy Family Catholic Church, Missouri City

Isaiah House
(halfway house for Catholic male offenders)

Meals on Wheels

Medical Mission to Laredo, Texas

NAMI (National Alliance of Mental Illness)

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Rosenberg

Parks Youth Ranch (homeless shelter for teens)

Pregnancy Resource Center

Shade Tree Ministry
(rice & beans for day laborers)

St. John Fisher Catholic Church, Richmond
(fresh food)

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church, Sugar Land
(food pantry items; crisis assistance)

St. Thomas University
(annual Social Justice Conference)

Sugar Land Health Care Center
(Bingo and birthday/holiday celebrations)

The Tool Box
(handyman ministry that performs repairs for

elderly & disabled in Richmond-Rosenberg)

Village Program
(provides a small boost to families under

temporary financial stress)

Volunteer Interfaith Caregivers

Wellsprings Village
(homeless shelter for women without children)

ANNUAL PARISH 
DRIVES

Baby Bottles

Baby Shower

Back to School Shoes

Used Shoe Drive

The Giving Tree

Medical Mission

Share God’s Bounty

Wish Upon A Star



SURVEY RESULTS IN THE ORDER RANKED 

BY PARISHIONERS

Questions 1, 2, 3 and 4:

These questions regard pastoral issues which the Pastoral, 
Finance and Discipleship Councils will be considering. 

1.  What do you love most about St. Laurence parish?
2.  What do you dislike most about St. Laurence parish?
3.  In your opinion, what keeps some people from being  
more active in parish life?
4.  How can we improve hospitality here at St. Laurence?

  # of responses

Question 5: Parish characteristics

1. Liturgy 1,171
2. Sense of community 1,093
3. Welcoming 1,078
4. Traditional 692
5. Convenience 374
6. Stewardship 365
7. Multicultural 347
8. Contemporary 271
9. Natural (landscaping) 109

Question 6: Providing these programs here in our church

1. Religious education (CCE) 947
2. Youth ministry 651
3. Parish school 621
4. Social concerns ministry 542
5. Family life ministry 536
6. Young adults 460
7. Weekday children’s program 449
8. Adult education and RCIA 421
9. Senior programs 241

    
   

  # of responses

Question 7: Prioritize needs at RE Center

1. Larger dedicated youth space 685
2. Appropriate classrooms for 
 youth catechesis 650
3. Multipurpose gathering center 555
4. Appropriate classrooms for WCP 478
5. Efficient meetings space for
 concurrent programs 451
6. Permanent prayer space at RE 450
7. Accessible meeting space for seniors 309
8. No change - leave as is 301
9. Appropriate support space 271
10. Appropriate office space 154

Questions 8 and 9:

These questions regard religious education which the Staff 
will be considering.

8.  What would you NOT change about the Religious 
Education Center?
9.  What would you CHANGE about the Religious Education 
Center?

Question 10:  300-seat sacramental chapel at RE Center.

1. Strongly agree / Agree 1,360
2. No opinion 346
3. Disagree / Strongly disagree 404

Comments:

Many thoughtful written responses were submitted, which 
are being considered by members of the Facilities 
Re-Assessment Committee and the Pastoral, Finance and 
Discipleship Councils.

WHERE WE GO FROM HERE
Goals for the Master Plan                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 1. Foster strong sense of community and welcoming atmosphere throughout the campus.
 2. Make space usage recommendations to maximize use of existing facilities and property.
 3. Provide facilities to strongly support religious education and youth programs.
 4. Provide a safe, secure, and unified campus.
 5. Provide a sacramental chapel.
 6. Address parking concerns.
 7. Plan for future needs.

Questions?  Contact Tony Oltremari, Parish Administrator, at toltremari@stlaurence.org or 281-980-9812.

8

St. Laurence Catholic Church

2012 PARISH SURVEY RESULTS
2,812 total surveys submitted
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    FY 2012

2012 Source of Funds   Actuals 

     

Offertory/Gifts  4,656,251

Weekday Children’s Program      834,732

Special Collections      396,419

School Reimbursement for Debt Payments      345,399

Social Concerns Donations      267,670

Building Fund      143,476

Religious Education Tuition      97,990

Miscellaneous/Bazaar      61,841

  6,803,778

 

2012 Use of Funds     

Plant Operations 1,152,597

Weekday Children’s Program 816,488

Parish Administration 799,848

Religious Education & Administration 796,376

Reserve for Expansion 750,725

Pastoral 595,529

Debt Payments 547,267

Charitable Contributions & Special Collections 467,629

Archdiocese Obligations 412,406

Social Concerns 304,913

School Subsidy 160,000

  6,803,778

GRACE UPON GRACE
Fiscal Year 2012

(July 1, 2011 - June 30, 2012)

Your Gifts Offered

68%
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12%
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7%

Archdiocese Obligations6%

Social Concerns4%
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Dear fellow parishioners,

As your Parish Administrator, I am continually reminded of, and am grateful for, 
the generosity of our parish family.  It is through the spirit of generous sharing of 
our gifts of prayer, service and material resources that we are able to grow 
temporally and spiritually.

Please take the time to review the financial report on the previous page.  This 
provides a snapshot of what we have done with what you have shared with us over 
this past year.  Following are some points that I’d like to underscore, which may 
not be apparent from this brief summary.  If you desire a more detailed report, 
please contact Pat Martin in our Accounting Office.

• The Increased Offertory Appeal last September resulted in an increase in 
weekly giving of over +8%.  This increase is attributed to both current givers 
and parishioners not identified as regular givers in the past.  Thanks to each 
family that was able to increase, and to those who were not able, but wanted 
to do so.

• We have completed our capital campaign with over $8.6 million given 
toward the goal of $8.0 million!  Even with the increase in the size of our 
parish, and corresponding increase in daily expenses, we have continued to 
make great strides in the debt payments.  As a result, our parish will be able 
to “burn the mortgage” in March, 2014.

• Throughout the year, from one end of the campus to the other, we 
experience extraordinarily high demand for our facilities, which Staff tries to 
meet to the best of our ability.  Again due to your generosity, we have put 
away savings to allow for consideration of continuing with the Master Plan 
that was developed in 2005.  Our Facilities Re-assessment Committee is 
examining current demand and anticipating future needs.  To be clear, 
nothing has been decided as yet, but if necessary, we are fiscally sound to go 
forward in a prudent manner.

• Our commitment to social outreach is one we take very seriously. In 
addition to funds, services and goods that are distributed to the less 
fortunate through our own Social Concerns Ministry, our parishioners 
contribute over $396,000 to second collections. Combining Social 
Concerns, Second Collections and other parish donations, our parish 
contributes over $772,000 to institutions, groups and individuals that need 
our financial assistance. This generosity towards those less fortunate is a real 
sign of our faith in action.

I do ask that you take a minute sometime in the near future to thank our 
phenomenal staff for being such good stewards of all that you have entrusted to 
them and being so dedicated to their jobs in this large and vibrant parish.  These 
are not easy tasks and they do outstanding work. 

The grace that God has shed on our parish is amplified by the grace He has given 
to each of you, because you have shared it with our parish community.  Thank you 
all for what you have done and for what I know you will continue to do.  It is this 
attitude of giving of ourselves and our resources that allows us to continue to fulfill 
our mission as a parish family.

Tony Oltremari, Parish Administrator

ST. LAURENCE
STAFF

Administration
Tony Oltremari, administrator
Deanna Ennis
Sharon Ehrenkranz
Lise Letendre
Pat Martin
Ann Candea
Ray Hernandez
Laura Seymour
Robert Franklin
Rip Carroll
Bobby Castillo
Ruth Gonzalez
Hector Ramirez

Parish Reception
Paula Savo
Ruba Kaiser
Cherie Roche
John Slusser
Lisa D’Oliver
Matt Blake

Liturgy
Theresa Rawls
Suzanne Byrne
Mary Thompson
Kevin Klotz

Social Concerns
Michelle Broussard
Pennie DeGroot

Religious Education
Laura Stephens, director
Pat Kerlin
Shannon Gormley
Claire McMullin
Michael Gormley
Kris Frank
Joan Hastreiter
Anne Marie Daniel
Sharon Pelton
Mary Visser
Monica Doucet
Lois Gerstenberger
Molly Zimmer

Parish School
Debra Haney, principal

Weekday Children’s Program
Becky Wilkinson, director

Kingdom Care
Christy Delamora
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Gracious – St. Laurence Catholic School is grateful for all the blessings we have. We are thankful 
for the special community around us, from our students and staff to our alumni who graciously 
show love for our school to our wonderful parents and supporters who gift our school with their 
dedication, time, talent, and treasure, and to our parish who continually keeps us in their prayers 
and share support in many ways. We have been blessed with much over our last 20 years and 
continue to share that gratitude with those around us and those we serve.
 

Relational – Shaped by the local community and in communion with the parish, St. Laurence 
Catholic School wholeheartedly believes in the trinity of parent, child, and educator and values 
the roles of parents as the primary educators of their children. Through this relationship, we strive 
to educate the whole child in body, mind, and spirit. In relationships with parents, grandparents, 
and parishioners, our school is dependent upon volunteers who make our parish and school such 
an amazing place to be. The extensive programming and fantastic opportunities afforded to our 
students are only possible because of the countless hours of time, effort, talent, and love from 

stakeholders in our school.

Archdiocesan – Established by the Expressed Authority of our Bishop, Daniel Cardinal 
DiNardo, our school supports and enhances the mission of the Church and is based on the 
principals of Catholic doctrine. Our school has a formal and defined relationship with the Bishop, 
guided by a spirituality of ecclesial communion and available to all people who desire a Catholic 
school education for their children. We work to manage available resources and seek innovative 
solutions/options to ensure Catholic education is accessible to families.

Centered in Christ – St. Laurence Catholic School is guided and driven by a clearly 
communicated mission that embraces a Catholic Identity rooted in Gospel values, centered on the 
Eucharist, and committed to faith formation. Our students are given opportunities inside and 
outside of the classroom for faith formation and participation in liturgical and communal prayer. 
Our school prays together each morning and afternoon, and students share in prayer during their 
classes and before lunch. All students attend Religion class daily and have dedicated service 
projects that they participate in per grade level so as to be the hands and face of Jesus. We visibly 

support the faith life of our school and spread the good news to those in our community and those who we serve, 
as we contribute to evangelizing the mission of the Church. Each year we celebrate Catholic Schools Week with 
other schools across the nation and rejoice in the gift of Catholic education that our children are receiving. In 
addition, our students participate in Saints Families and traditions of our faith that highlight the liturgical seasons. 
Most importantly, they are learning about how much Jesus loves them and that their faith community is a source 
of support and fellowship as well as a place to be spiritually enriched. We are Catholic in all that we do at St. 
Laurence Catholic School.

Excellence in Academics – Our faculty is dedicated to ongoing professional development that 
keeps them abreast of the most recent research about how children learn and this helps them to 
plan most effectively. They teach with loving hearts and strive to educate our students through 
mind, heart, and spirit. With a clearly articulated, rigorous curriculum that is aligned with national 
standards, 21st century skills, and Gospel values, our students learn through strong instructional 
programs and a plethora of extracurricular opportunities that enhance the educational 
experiences of our students. Our students are well prepared for their futures and go on to be 

extremely successful in the high schools of their choice, many having received scholarships for academic 
performance on their high school entrance exams or for their writing abilities. They are the leaders of tomorrow 
and the future of our nation and our Church.

Our parish school is the largest in the archdiocese!  Come see us Monday-Friday between 8:00am and 4:00pm, 
call us at 281-980-0500, or visit www.stlaurence.org for more information.
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Growing in Grace occurs when there is an intentional opening of one’s heart and mind 
to a deeper understanding of God and His will for our lives.  Christ sent out the disciples two by two 

so that their communal proclamation of His Word could reflect a clearer expression of the communal love of
the Trinity.  It takes a community, specifically a family of believers, to share experiences, encourage growth,

and enable a vulnerability to God’s movement in our lives.  St. Laurence furnishes 
opportunities to open the hearts of our preschool age children though senior citizens,

to strengthen our community’s growth together as a parish family of believers.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Knowing the role that faith formation plays in any adult’s life, the Adult Faith Formation team is constantly 
seeking ways to invite all adults to go deeper in their faith.  The deliberate growth over this past year is due to 1) 
a more definitive focus forward in programming, 2) the creation of marriage enrichment team, and 3) the 
development of Small Christian Communities.  These new steps forward sharpen our focus on building stronger 
marriages, more committed communities, and adults who desire to grow together as a community of believers.  
Come to one our many Bible Studies, prayer groups, or attend a workshop and grow with your parish family.

WEEKDAY CHILDREN’S PROGRAM
St. Laurence is pleased to offer an early childhood program accredited by the NAEYC National Academy of Early 
Childhood Programs.  Serving children 6 weeks to 5-years-old, the WCP operates from the belief that children are 

the heart of the Kingdom of God.  As such, teachers and staff are dedicated to creating a grace-filled 
environment of love and security in which all children may grow, learn and form a foundation for an eventual 
awakening in faith.

CCE
CCE continues the strong aspects of their 
programs—passionate catechists, special prayer 
services, CCE Masses, and Parent Nights – and will 
strengthen their program further in the coming year 
with a new textbook series for Elementary classes 
entitled Be My Disciples.  This series focuses on 
engaging children in their relationship with Christ 
in order that they might learn how to become His 
disciple.  CCE does not replace the vital role of 
parents and the family, but partners with parents to 
encourage that children are growing in grace.

YOUTH MINISTRY
Through our Middle School (Edge) and High School 
(Life Teen, Confirmation and Discipleship Groups) 
programs, young parishioners can find a home 
where they can grow together and maintain the vital 
sense of their faith community during the 
challenging teenage years.  Over this past year, there 
has been a revitalization of the Youth Ministry team, 
as they sought ways to strengthen their ministry to 
teens and their families.  Watch for changes this 
coming year, as we unify the Life Teen and 

Confirmation programs into one intentionally 
connected ministry.  In this way, we can preserve the 
important connection to community during the year 
teens prepare to receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation.
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ST. LAURENCE FAMILY NIGHTS
St. Laurence Family Nights was launched this past summer to provide parish families time to gather in fun,  
fellowship and faith.  Family Nights are scheduled once a month, each with a specific theme and activities  
that encourage bonding with your own family, social time with other families, and the opportunity to learn  
about the faith and have lots of fun together.  We cannot wait to see where the Holy Spirit leads this newest  
initiative in the year ahead!

FAMILY FAITH
At the heart and center of Family Faith is the 
growth of families together in their faith.  The 
strength of this ministry is in the 
understanding that it takes the whole 

family, not just grade-specific faith 
formation programs, to truly strengthen a 
family’s faith.  Though this program is limited 
to 60 families each year, it can inspire all of us 
to seek out opportunities and to renew our 
families’ commitment to grow together in 
grace and faith. 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION
We all need someone with which to share the 
journey of faith. Currently there are 18 men and 
women certified in Spiritual Direction and this 
coming year 3 more will begin the 3 year 
formation process to become certified.  St 
Laurence Spiritual Directors are companions on 
the journey to about 150 people as they listen 
together to God’s presence and how to be more 
open to God’s call to grow in grace.  The team of 
Spiritual Directors also offers retreats, spiritual 
book studies, and a variety of other spiritual 
formation opportunities.

Religious Education would not be possible without 

the dedicated volunteers who step forward as 

Elementary Catechists and Youth Ministry Core.  

Through them, lives are changed and hearts are 

drawn closer to Christ.  Consider the place God might 

be calling you to share your faith in new and 

surprising ways this year!

What started as a classroom of 10 very quiet and shy 
4-year-olds has turned into an active, talkative, and 
friendly group of 5-year-olds.  I have gained so much 
through serving as your child’s teacher this year and I 
hope your children have gained a deeper 
understanding of God’s love through attending class.  
Hopefully everything that they gained through CCE was 
positive and the only losses were four or five baby teeth!
Ricci Kelly, Preschool CCE Catechist

Being a part of Disciple Groups is such an encouraging 
way to encounter God in the youth of our church… 
They open up so freely and honestly when you give 
them a safe environment to do so.  The work we do 
simply nudges them towards His love, little by little, so 
they understand what they truly seek – Christ.  I love 
being involved in this ministry and pray that each of us 
truly listens to hear the amazing ways He is calling us to 
serve.  Listen.  He may be calling you.
Jenny Nutzman, HS Discipleship Group Core

What makes a parish family grow in grace?
 • Learning from each other in humility

 • Living the same values

 • Celebrating life’s precious moments

 • Holding onto roots and traditions

Our Children Growing in Grace
 Students Catechist/Core
Preschool/Elementary 914 115
Middle School 284 20
High School 300 30

To learn more about opportunities to grow in grace this year or to get involved, please contact the 
Religious Education Staff at 281-265-5774.



14

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
 “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?”

He said to him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”
He said to him, “Feed my lambs.”

John 21:15

It’s been one year since I began serving as the Liturgy Coordinator of St. Laurence and I find it amazing how 
many varied parts of the Body of Christ it takes to enable the beautiful liturgies we have here St. Laurence.  From 
the sweet ladies on the Art & Environment Committee who clean the candle holders to our well-trained altar 
servers, from the greeters at the door or the ushers taking the collection to the lectors proclaiming God’s Word, 
or the Extraordinary Ministers serving Christ’s Precious Body and Blood, all the way to our wonderful clergy… I 
see many moving parts, mostly volunteers, serving God’s people and I feel an overwhelming sense of gratitude.  
I simply want to say ‘thank you’ to the many, many volunteers who offer the gift of themselves at our liturgies.  I 
sometimes wonder what the angels looking down upon our sanctuary during Mass see?  Then, I remember John 
21:15, and I know they see God’s people feeding His lambs because of their love for the Lord.

          Theresa Rawls, Liturgy Coordinator

The liturgy is the summit toward 
which the activity of the Church is directed; 
it is also the font from which all her power flows…

It is this mystery of Christ that the 
Church proclaims and celebrates in her liturgy

so that the faithful may live from it
and bear witness to it in the world…



Sacraments are ‘powers that comes forth’
from the Body of Christ, which is ever-living and life-giving.

They are actions of the Holy Spirit at work in his Body,
the Church.  They are ‘the masterworks of God’

in the new and everlasting covenant.
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Sacraments at St. Laurence
2011-2012

Infant Baptisms 205

Child (1-7 yrs) Baptisms 41

RCIA Baptisms 19

RCIA Communion & 
Confirmation 17

Adult Confirmations 20

First Holy Communions 284

Teen Confirmations 225

Marriages 82

Funerals 46

‘Seated at the right hand of the Father’ 
and pouring out the Holy Spirit on his 
Body which is the Church, Christ now 

acts through the sacraments he 
instituted to communicate his grace. 

SACRAMENTAL GRACE is the grace of the Holy Spirit,
given by Christ and proper to each sacrament.
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